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Hard Sayings of Jesus …  

 

1.  If your house were on fire, what three items would you try to save? 

 

 
16 

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal 

life?” 
17 
“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is 

good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” 
18 
“Which ones?” the man inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 
19 

honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
20 
“All these I have 

kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
21 

Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 

follow me.” 
22 

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.  

Matthew 19:16-22 (NIV) 
 

 

2.  If Jesus were to address you where it hurts, what would be His hot topic? 

 

 
17 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 

teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18 
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus 

answered. “No one is good--except God alone. 
19 

You know the commandments: ‘Do not 

murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor 

your father and mother.’” 
20 
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

21 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 

At this the 

man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  

Mark 10:17-22 (NIV) 
 

 

3.  Have you ever had to choose between material comforts and Christ’s love? 

 

18 
A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

19 
“Why do 

you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good--except God alone. 
20 

You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false 

testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 
21 
“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

22 
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
23 

When he heard 

this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. Luke 18:18-23 (NIV) 

 

4.  What have you given up to follow Jesus? 
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Matthew introduces the central figure as “a man” and later says he was “young” (v. 20). Mark 

says nothing about his age but provides more details of the initial meeting: it was “as Jesus 

started on his way” that a man “ran up” to him and “fell on his knees before him.”  He is 

identified by all three evangelists as rich, by Matthew (v. 20) as young, and by Luke (18:18) as a 

ruler—asks Jesus what he must do to inherit “eternal life” (19:16).  

 

A majority of modern scholars hold that Matthew has transformed the exchange because, at his 

later time of writing, the church can no longer live with the suggestion that Jesus himself is not 

sinless.  

 

Many Jews believed that a specific act of goodness could win eternal life; and this young man, 

assuming this opinion is correct, seeks Jesus’ view as to what that act might be.  

 

Jesus lists the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and fifth commandments of Exodus 20 in that order. 

He omits “do not defraud” (Mark 10:19, apparently an application of the eighth and ninth) and 

adds “love your neighbor as yourself”. The man’s impulsive reply on a certain understanding of 

the law; but the man’s further words, “What do I still lack?” show his uncertainty and lack of 

assurance of ever being good enough for salvation, as well as his notion that certain “good 

works” are over and above the law. Wealth he enjoyed, while suffering barrenness of soul.  

 

What the word “perfection” suggests here is what it commonly means in the OT: undivided 

loyalty and full-hearted obedience. This young man could not face that. He was willing to 

discipline himself to observe all the outward stipulations and even perform supererogatory 

works; but because of his wealth, he had a divided heart. His money was competing with God; 

and what Jesus everywhere demands as a condition for eternal life is absolute, radical 

discipleship. This entails the surrender of self. 

 

The man who ran up to Jesus is not identified by Mark (Luke calls him a ruler [Lk 18:18], 

meaning he was probably a member of some official council or court). Matthew says he was 

“young” (Mt 19:20). He fell on his knees before Jesus and addressed him by the revered title of 

“good teacher,” thus expressing his high regard for Jesus.  

 

Jesus is saying, “Before you address me with such a title, you had better think soberly about 

what the implications are, and especially what they are for you.”  

 

Jesus answered by giving the man a condensed summary of the second table of the law. The 

prohibition of fraud is found only in Mark and seems to be a substitute for the commandment 

against coveting, fraud being a manifestation of coveting. It was a firm Jewish belief, based on 

OT teaching, that the man who kept the law would live. So Jesus began there.  

 

It must be emphasized, however, that there is no indication that in this incident Jesus’ 

prescription for the young man was meant to be binding on all Christians. What Jesus does tell us 

is that we must not be attached to material things. Jesus’ promise “you will have treasure in 

heaven” refers to eternal life; and since that is a gift of God and cannot be earned, no saving 

merit must be attached to the action of giving all to the poor. Notice the intimate eyewitness 

details. When he heard the word of Jesus, the young man’s “face fell.”  


