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Let’s focus on how the Spirit of God works in our lives AFTER we cross the line of faith.  We’re 

going to look at four ways He works in our lives on an ongoing basis. 

 

“But it is actually best for you that I go away, because if I don't, the Counselor won't come.  

If I do go away, he will come because I will send him to you.” 

John 16:7 (NLT) 
 

“But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative— 

and by the Counselor I mean the Holy Spirit— 

he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told you.” 

John 14:26 (NLT) 
 

I want us to examine the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives after salvation because I have found 

it too often the case that after a person comes to Christ they try and live life in their own strength 

and by their own power and that is not at all what the Bible teaches us we are to do.  I believe 

this happens because we don’t know much about the Holy Spirit and we don’t avail ourselves of 

the power that He offers us on a consistent basis. 

 

“The ultimate enemy of Pentecost is ‘my best efforts.’” 

(Earl Creps) 

 

“Oh, foolish Galatians! What magician has cast an evil spell on you? For you used to see the 

meaning of Jesus Christ's death as clearly as though I had shown you a signboard with a picture 

of Christ dying on the cross. 2Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

by keeping the law? Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the 

message you heard about Christ. 3Have you lost your senses? After starting your Christian lives 

in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort?”  

Galatians 3:1-3 (NLT) 
 

1.  The Holy Spirit Draws Me Close To God     (Intimacy) 

 

He is the vehicle whereby you and I begin to build a relationship with God the Father through 

Jesus and what He did on Calvary. 
 

“God's Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go!  This resurrection life you 

received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It's adventurously expectant, greeting God 

with a childlike "What's next, Papa?" 15   16God's Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we 

really are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children.”  

Romans 8:14-16 (Msg) 
 

What Paul is saying there is that when you come became a Christian the Spirit made you a part 

of the Family.  Once you come to Christ the Holy Spirit begins to confirm in your spirit that you 

are a child of the Father. 

 

In the same way the Holy Spirit works that way in our lives.  When we begin to follow Christ He 

draws us into intimacy with God and reassures us that we are sons and daughters of God.  He 

helps us build a relationship and encourages us to turn to God … our Father! 
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2.  The Holy Spirit Enables Me To Understand Scripture 

 

He makes the Word of God alive to us.  Having intimacy with God is a wonderful thing but you 

must have a two-way conversation to have a healthy relationship.  One of the ways that God 

speaks to us is through His Word.  Part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to open up the Word of 

God so we can comprehend it. 

 

“But you are not like that, for the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and all of you know the truth. 
27But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don't need anyone to 

teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you all things, and what he teaches is true—it is not 

a lie. So continue in what he has taught you, and continue to live in Christ.” 

1 John 2:20,27 (NLT) 

 

“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 27As for you, the 

anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But 

as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as 

it has taught you, remain in him.”  

1 John 2:20,27 (NIV) 
 

chrisma, khris'-mah; an unguent or smearing, i.e. (figurative) the special endowment (“chrism”) 

of the Holy Spirit :- anointing, unction.  Literally means “ointment.” 

 

Illustration:  Holy Spirit – Like An Ointment 

What do you do with an ointment?  It’s something you rub onto your skin and it’s 

absorbed into the skin.  In the same way the Holy Spirit is like an ointment.  He’s 

absorbed into your being.  He begins to permeate your entire being.  He begins to teach 

you God’s Word. 

 

“But we know these things because God has revealed them to us by his Spirit, and his Spirit 

searches out everything and shows us even God's deep secrets. 11No one can know what anyone 

else is really thinking except that person alone, and no one can know God's thoughts except 

God's own Spirit. 12And God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world's spirit) so we can 

know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 13When we tell you this, we do not use 

words of human wisdom. We speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit's words to 

explain spiritual truths.  14But people who aren't Christians can't understand these truths from 

God's Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand 

what the Spirit means.  15We who have the Spirit understand these things, but others can't 

understand us at all. 16How could they? For, ‘Who can know what the Lord is thinking? Who can 

give him counsel?’  But we can understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.”   

1 Cor. 2:10-16 (NLT) 
 

What this verse is saying is that a person apart from God cannot understand all that God has for 

them.  It’s impossible!  
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The Holy Spirit not only authored the Bible … He helps us understand it.  Now we need to use 

sound Biblical interpretation methods but as a general rule you can begin to “get it” with the 

assistance of God’s Spirit. 

 

“But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you 

into all the truth there is. He won't draw attention to himself, but will make sense out of what is 

about to happen and, indeed, out of all that I have done and said.” 

John 16:13 (Msg) 
 

“The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make everything 

plain to you. He will remind you of all the things I have told you.” 

John 14:26 (Msg) 
 

3.  The Holy Spirit Focuses My Attention On Jesus 

 

He glorifies Christ in our lives.  He helps us to focus on Christ so we can know Him better.  How 

does He do that? 

 

“I will send you the Helper from the Father; he is the Spirit of truth who  

comes from the Father. When he comes, he will tell about me (Jesus).” 

John 15:26 (NCV) 
 

“When the Holy Spirit, who is truth, comes, he shall guide you into all truth, for he will not be 

presenting his own ideas, but will be passing on to you what he has heard. He will tell you about 

the future. 14He shall praise me and bring me great honor by showing you my glory. 15All the 

Father's glory is mine; this is what I mean when I say that he will show you my glory.”  

John 16:13-15 (Living) 
 

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his (Jesus) 

likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”  

2 Cor. 3:18 (NIV) 
 

As we gaze on God and on His glory we become more like Him.  This is a part of the work of the 

Spirit in our lives!  He wants you and I to see Jesus because His example and life bring change! 

 

4.  The Holy Spirit Guides Me Into God’s Will 
 

He shows us the will of God.  It’s not a secret.  He doesn’t just give you information … He 

produces a pattern and begins to guide you. 

 

“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.”  

Psalm 143:10 (NIV) 
“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ 3So after they had fasted and 

prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” 

Acts 13:2-3 (NIV) 
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“Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 

kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7When they came to the 

border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8So 

they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9During the night Paul had a vision of a man of 

Macedonia standing and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10After Paul had 

seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us 

to preach the gospel to them.” 

Acts 16:6-10 (NIV) 
 

5.  The Holy Spirit cultivates Christlike character in me.   
 

“… as the Spirit of the Lord works within us,  

we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more.”   

2 Cor. 3:18 (NLT) 
 

You cannot reproduce the character of Jesus on your own strength.  New Year’s resolutions, 

willpower, and best intentions are not enough.  Only the Holy Spirit has the power to make the 

changes God wants to make in our lives …  

 

“God is working in you, giving you the desire to obey him  

and the power to do what pleases him.”  

Philip. 2:13 (NLT) 
 

Christlikeness is not produced by imitation, but by inhabitation.  We allow Christ to live through us.   
 

“For this is the secret: Christ lives in you …” 

  Col. 1:27 (NLT) 
 

How does this happen in real life?  Through the choices we make.  We choose to do the right 

thing in situations and then trust God’s Spirit to give us His power, love, faith and wisdom to do 

it.  Since God’s Spirit lives inside of us, these things are always available for the asking.   

 

And it is up to us to cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives.  While effort has nothing 

to do with your salvation, it has much to do with your spiritual growth.   

 

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” 

Romans 14:19 (NIV) 
 

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 

Ephes. 4:3 (NIV) 
 

“Make every effort to give yourself to God as the kind of person he will accept.  

Be a worker who is not ashamed and who uses the true teaching in the right way.” 

2 Tim. 2:15 (NCV) 
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“Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest,  

so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.” 

Hebrews 4:11 (NIV) 
 

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy;  

without holiness no one will see the Lord.” 

Hebrews 12:14 (NIV) 
 

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness;  

and to goodness, knowledge.”  

2 Peter 1:5 (NIV) 
 

“So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 

make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.” 

2 Peter 3:14 (NIV) 
 

Becoming like Christ is a long, slow process of growth.  Spiritual maturity is neither instant nor 

automatic; it is a gradual, progressive development that will take the rest of your life.  
 

“This will continue until we are … mature, just as Christ is, and we will be completely like him.” 

Ephes. 4:13 (CEV) 
 

You and I are a work in progress.  Your spiritual transformation in developing the character of 

Jesus will take the rest of your life.  It will only be finished when you enter eternity or when 

Jesus returns.   
 

Spiritual growth takes intentional commitment.  You must want to grow, decide to grow, make 

an effort to grow and persist in growing.  Christlikeness is the result of making Christlike choices 

and depending on His Spirit to help you fulfill those choices.  Once you decide to get serious 

about becoming like Christ, you must begin to act in new ways.  You can be certain that the Holy 

Spirit will help you with these changes.   
 

“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  

Philip. 2:12-13 (NIV) 
 

This verse shows the two parts of spiritual growth:  “work out” and “work in.”  The “work out” 

is your responsibility, and the “work in” is God’s role.  Spiritual growth is a collaborative effort 

between you and the Holy Spirit.  God’s Spirit works with us, not just in us.   
 

This verse, written to believers, is not about how to be saved, but how to grow.  It does not say, 

“work for” your salvation, because you can’t add anything to what Jesus already did.  During a 

physical “workout,” you exercise to develop your body, not to get a body. 
 

When you “work out” a puzzle, you already have all the pieces – your task is to put them 

together.  Farmers “work” the land, not to get the land, but to develop what they already have.  

God has given you a new life; now you are responsible to develop it “with fear and trembling.”  

That means to take your spiritual growth seriously.   
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“And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of God]  

as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His  

very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another;  

[for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.” 

2 Cor. 3:18 (Amp) 
 

“And we also thank God … that when you received the message of God  

[which you heard] from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men,  

but as it truly is, the Word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe  

[exercising its superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and rely on it].” 

1 Thes. 2:13 (Amp) 
 

We take spiritual growth seriously around RCC.  That’s why we’re dedicated to helping you take 

the necessary steps to develop disciplines that will help you grow (The Life You’ve Always 

Wanted), to find your spiritual gifts and use them (SHAPE), to learn to share the love of God the 

way that is most comfortable for you (Contagious Christianity), and through it all help you to 

understand that everything in your life is an act of worship before God (Worshipper).   

 

“But God has given us his Spirit. That's why we don't  

think the same way that the people of this world think.” 

1 Cor. 2:12 (CEV) 
 

Let’s Pray! 

 

 Draw us close. 

 

 Give us understanding. 

 

 Show us Jesus! 

 

 Help us submit to Your will. 

 

 Shape us and form us into your character. 

 

 


