COMMUNICATION 101

Andy Stanley

INTRODUCTION

1. Our approach to communication is a primary factor in how people

to what we are communicating.

2. Good communicators adapt their approaches in order to their goals.

3. Your goal should determine your approach.

4. Our goal is to present the Scriptures in a way that is so and

that everybody in the audience is glad to have attended and drives

away with every intention of returning the following weekend with a friend.

5. Our approach is to entice the audience to follow us into one passage of Scripture

with the promise that the text is either going to a question

they’ve been asking, a mystery they’ve been puzzled about, or

a tension they’ve been carrying.

FIVE GUIDELINES FOR COMMUNICATING WITH UNCHURCHED
PEOPLE IN THE ROOM

1. Let ‘em know you know they are out there and that you're about it.

« The earlier you do this the better.
« They don’t think you know.
- They aren’t sure they’re welcome.

- They aren’t sure they belong.

2. Choose passage of Scripture and stay there.

« Make it so interesting your audience will go home and read it again.

- Make it so that when they do, they understand it—and keep

reading.
+ Bring your energy to the text.

- Uncover the energy in the text.




3. Give people permission to believe or obey.

- The imperatives of the New Testament are addressed to Christians.
+ When you give non-Christians an out, they respond by leaning
+ When people are convinced you want something for them rather than something from

them, they are less likely to be offended when you challenge them.
4. Avoid, “The Bible says.”

- Unbelievers must come to terms with the identity and authority of Jesus before they
will embrace the authority of the Bible.
- Never refer to the Bible as a

. Cite authors, not “the Bible”

5. Acknowledge the odd as

- Say what you suspect unbelievers are thinking. When you do, it gives you credibility.

- Don’t create the impression that one must choose between

and faith.

CONCLUSION

“Tt is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning
to God.” - Acts 15:19 (NIV)
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