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Discussion: Think about a recent secret you were required to keep. How well do you do at 

keeping secrets? Have you ever told a secret and it came back to haunt you? 

Has someone told a secret of yours to others? How did that impact you?  

 

You can’t keep a secret …  

 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations.” 

Matthew 24:14 (NIV) 

The four Gospel accounts differ in many ways – emphasis, language, which events are included 

and not included – but they share a common conclusion: after the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

Jesus sends His disciples into the world with a mission. 

 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 
 

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  

Mark 16:15 (NIV) 

 

“… Stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high … you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Luke 24:49 (NIV) & Acts 1:8 (NIV) 

 

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

John 20:21 (NIV) 
 

Notice what the integration of these four versions could look like …  

 

You can’t keep the secret of the kingdom to yourselves. I am now sending you, as 

the Father sent Me, to communicate the good news of the kingdom of God. Those 

who receive your message, you should form into learning communities of 

practicing disciples so they learn to live according to My message, just as you are 

learning. You should not do this in your own power, but you must rely on the 

power of the Holy Spirit. And you shouldn’t stop at the border of your own 

culture, language, or religion, but you must cross every border and boundary to 

share with all people everywhere the secret you’ve learned from Me – the way, 

the truth, the life you’ve experienced walking with Me. 
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The main task that Jesus left us with is to share the Good News (to follow is to fish) …  

 

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every 

town and place where he was about to go. 
2 

He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 

are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
3 

Go! I am 

sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
4 

Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet 

anyone on the road. 
5 

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 
6 

If a man of 

peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 
7 

Stay in that house, 

eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move 

around from house to house. 
8 

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 
9 

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’  
10 

But when you 

enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 
11 

‘Even the dust of your town that 

sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.’ 
12 

I tell 

you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.” 

Luke 10:1-12 (NIV) 

 

Discussion:  Who is the “Person of Peace”?  How can we recognize a “Person of Peace”? 

A person of peace is one who is prepared to hear the message of the kingdom of God. He or 

she is ready to receive what God will give you to say at that moment.   

 

Here are some things to keep in mind as we look for the Person of Peace …  

 

1.  Time 

 

“Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God,  

who sent me, and from finishing his work. 
35 

Do you think the work of harvesting will  

not begin until the summer ends four months from now? Look around you! Vast fields are 

ripening all around us and are ready now for the harvest. 
36 

The harvesters are paid  

good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both  

the planter and the harvester alike! 
37 

You know the saying, `One person plants and someone  

else harvests.’ And it’s true. 
38 

I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had  

already done the work, and you will gather the harvest.” 

John 4:34-38 (NLT) 

 

There are specific times and places when the harvest is ripe. Not everyone is equally open or 

ready to receive the Gospel. Sometimes we must be ready to sow. Others times we reap. But our 

responsibility is to have an awareness of those times when we are to share the Good News. 

 

Reflection:  Where is the greatest level of receptivity at this stage of your life and in the 

places where you spend your time? (Neighbors, coworkers, family, etc.) 

 

2.  Team  

 

“Two people can accomplish more than twice as much as one;  

they get a better return for their labor.” 

Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NLT) 
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“When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem,  

taking with them John, also called Mark.” 

Acts 12:25 (NIV) 

 

“When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively  

to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.” 

Acts 18:5 (NIV) 

 

“He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia,  

while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer.” 

Acts 19:22 (NIV) 

 

Reflection:  Who is on your team? Who can be with you in a social setting where it would be 

appropriate to share? Who can promise to pray for you consistently as you 

answer this call? Who can help you discern when the time is right to speak? 

 

3.  Target  

 

“
3 

Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
4 

Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and 

do not greet anyone on the road. 
5 

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 
6 

If a 

man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you.” 

 

“Go to the lost sheep of Israel.” 

Matthew 10:6 (NIV) 

 

Our target is to be the person of peace. We’re to look for the person who is receptive to us 

personally, the person for whom it is harvest time right now.   

 

Reflection:  Who is your person of peace?  ______________________________________ 

 

4.  Task 

 

“
7 

Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you,  

for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 
8 

“When you  

enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 
9 

Heal the sick who are there and  

tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’” 

 

We are to tell them the Good News! A person of peace will …  

 

 Welcome you. 

 Listen to you. 

 
“He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects 

me rejects him who sent me.” Luke 10:16 (NIV)  
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Okay, so once they’re listening to you … what do you say? What’s your story? What’s HIStory?  

 

BRIDGE ILLUSTRATION 

 

We’re all on a journey. 

 

 a.  We choose the path that we’re on.     

13"You can enter God's Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to 

hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose the easy way. 14But the 

gateway to life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever find it.   

Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT)  
 

 b.  The path we’re on is all about recovering what has been lost.   

23Because all people have sinned, they have fallen short of God's glory. Romans 

3:23 (GW)  
 

Question:  What is sin? 

4Everyone who sins breaks God's law, because sin is the same as breaking God's law. 5You 

know that Christ came to take away sins. He isn't sinful, 6and people who stay one in their 

hearts with him won't keep on sinning. If they do keep on sinning, they don't know Christ, and 

they have never seen him. 1 John 3:4-6 (CEV)  

 

 c.  The journey is necessary because we’re separated from God. 

23When people sin, they earn what sin pays—death. But God gives us a free gift—

life forever in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23 (NCV)  

 

 d.  Religion is an attempt to reconnect with God. 

 

 Salvation by Sincerity 

 Salvation by Service 

 Salvation by Subtraction (e.g. Lent - don’t smoke, drink, chew, sex, etc.) 

 Salvation by Ritual (baptism, holidays, communion, liturgy, membership, etc.) 

 Salvation by Heritage (family, born a “Christian”) 

 Salvation by Comparison (better than so and so …) 

 

e. Jesus said the only way to reconnect with God is to follow Him.   

 
6Jesus said, "I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father 

apart from me. John 14:6 (MsgB)  

 

Searching 

& Seeking 

Religion vs. Relationship 
 

Rules + Regulations – Relationship = 

Resentment + Rebellion 

Born Again 
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18God paid a ransom to save you from the impossible road to heaven which your 

fathers tried to take, and the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver as you 

very well know. 19But he paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the 

sinless, spotless Lamb of God. 1 Peter 1:18-19 (Living)  

 

f. In response to all that God has done in sending Jesus we are asked to believe what 

Jesus said, repent and exercise faith.   
 

9If you declare that Jesus is Lord, and believe that God brought him back to life, 

you will be saved. 10By believing you receive God's approval, and by declaring 

your faith you are saved. Romans 10:9-10 (GW)  

 

When we do, we become new people, we have a restored relationship with God, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, we are sons and daughters, we are co-heirs & saints. 

 

I can be certain that I have connected with God if I confess, believe and trust in Jesus. It’s not 

about my best efforts but by grace through faith alone.   

 
8For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your 

own efforts, but God's gift, so that no one can boast about it. 9  10God has made us what we 

are, and in our union with Christ Jesus he has created us for a life of good deeds, which he 

has already prepared for us to do.  Ephes. 2:8-10 (TEV)  

 

“To Be Told” by Dan Allderman … “Everyone has a story. Put another way, everyone’s life is a 

story. But most people don’t know how to read their life in a way that reveals their story. They 

miss the deeper meaning in their life, and they have little sense of how God has written their 

story to reveal Himself and His own story.” 
 

“When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly 

love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed 

my lambs.” 
16 

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He answered, “Yes, 

Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 

The third time he said to 

him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 

time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus 

said, “Feed my sheep. 
18 

I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 

went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 

will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
19 

Jesus said this to indicate the kind 

of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
20 

Peter 

turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who 

had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”)  
21 

When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 

Jesus answered, “If I want him 

to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 

John 21:15-22 (NIV) 
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Four Core Issues …  

1. God is not merely the Creator of our life. He is also the Author of our life, and He writes 

each person’s life to reveal His divine story. Knowing our stories will also help reveal 

who God is. 

 

2. Our lives are not a series of random scenes. It shows us what He’s up to and what He 

wants us to be about. 

 

3. When I study and understand my life story, I can then join God as a coauthor. God calls 

me to be a writer of my future. 

 

4. There is a necessity and blessing of telling our stories to others. Since we are called to 

tell, we are also called to listen to the stories of others. 

 

Your story helps reveal the Greatest Story, the story that God is telling about Himself. God 

intends for each of us to live for a greater glory, and a greater story than our own. 

 

Finally, back to Luke 10:7, a person of peace will …  

 

 Serve or support you. 

 

Reflection:  How do I recognize the person of peace? 

 

5.  Trouble 

 

“
10 

But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 
11 

‘Even the dust 

of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God 

is near.’ 
12 

I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.” 

 

“He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me;  

but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”  

Luke 10:16 (NIV) 

 

Reflection:  How should I handle spiritual resistance? 

 

Let’s Pray! 

 

Lord, please bring into my path today a Person of Peace, and give me the grace and courage 

to speak Your words to this person. Amen. 

 


